
 

Optimal site and newest tech are ideal for Loa Hatchery rebuild 
Fish production will skyrocket with proposed hatchery upgrades. 
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) is focused on providing anglers with outstanding 
fishing opportunities. One of the best ways to improve fish production — and meet the needs of a 
rapidly growing population that loves to fish — is to rebuild the Loa Fish Hatchery on its current site 
with the latest hatchery technologies. 

  
A rebuilt Loa Fish Hatchery would provide trout to most of southeastern Utah, including the Blue Ribbon fisheries located 
on Boulder Mountain and those at Fish Lake, Minersville Reservoir and Otter Creek Reservoir. Left photo: A rainbow trout 
caught and released at Otter Creek. Right photo: A tiger trout caught at a lake on Boulder Mountain. 

Why a rebuild? 
The original Loa Fish Hatchery was built in 1936. Because of its design, underlying infrastructure and 
age, it cannot be upgraded to modern standards. The original hatchery closed in 2014 after multiple 
infestations of New Zealand mudsnails. A rebuild on the same site will allow the DWR to take 
advantage of the area’s remarkable local springs and build a cost-effective, secure hatchery that 
produces 350,000 pounds of fish annually and returns clean water to the nearby Fremont River.  

Advantages of the current site 
In planning the rebuild, DWR hatchery personnel have noted the extraordinary suitability of the 
hatchery site:  

• Two natural springs with outstanding water quality will provide water to the rebuilt hatchery.  
• The springs are the optimal temperature for raising large trout (12 inches or more) very 

quickly. 
• The springs are a reliable source of water, even in the driest years. The ongoing drought 

hasn’t affected their water volume or quality.  

The rebuilt hatchery will also be located adjacent to the Fremont River. Nearly 100% of the spring 
water that passes through the hatchery will ultimately flow into the river. Using the latest hatchery 
technologies, managers will be able to produce quality fish while conserving water and maintaining 
water quality in the Fremont River system.   



 

Using the newest technologies to produce large, healthy fish  
By rebuilding the Loa Hatchery with the latest technological upgrades and improvements, Utah will 
have a state-of-the-art facility capable of producing 350,000 pounds of fish annually. That’s nearly 
double the previous production rate at Loa. The hatchery would be able to raise hundreds of 
thousands of 10- to 12-inch trout for stocking in Utah’s lakes and reservoirs. Here are the 
technologies that will make the biggest difference: 

• Oxygen injection: Installing a series of contained columns at Loa Hatchery will allow 
hatchery managers to inject oxygen into recycled hatchery water. Use of this technology will 
ensure better water quality, allowing managers to raise more healthy fish. 

• Raceway baffles and waste collectors: Putting structures called baffles in the Loa Hatchery 
raceways (long rectangular tanks where the fish grow) will increase the velocity of the water 
flow. Increased velocities will allow water containing fish waste to be funneled into designated 
collection areas, which will keep the hatchery water cleaner and maintain fish health. 

• Radial flow separators: Using separators to remove waste solids from the water that leaves 
Loa Hatchery will allow for the release of cleaner water into the Fremont River. Separators 
will slow the flow of waste water from designated collection areas, 
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